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Another milestone was

^ /\ reached Hiesday in the
/ % Lone Star state when a

X -M. Tfaca's sheriff smd one of
his tpp deputies would become the
first police officer in the state to
undergoa"s&^hMge operation,
r Bexar fCounty Sheriff Ralph

Lopez said he had given the male
deputy pennissiori to start wee
ing a woriiaii's iiniforni and or
dered the other,deputies not to
razz him aboiifit. ;;r ^ ^v =

"We should be supportive of a
person whois ihakihg a drastic in-
di\ddual choicis in his life. We have
tosupporttiielegalityandhisright
to do that," Sheriff Lopez said,
Bexar County includes San An
tonio.

Sheriff Lopez said there were
no records to back his belief that

officer
the^ deputy would be first transr
sexual individual among
finest, but said he knew of no othl
ers in the state's history.• ; "J

The deputy, whom Sheriff to-
pezidentifiedonlyas a toplieuterir
ant in the patrol division, has al^
ready begim receiving counseling
and hormone treatments prior t(>
the sex-change surgery. It is not
known when that surgery mighf
take place. ; i

Sheriff Lopez said the deputy
would begin wearing women's
clothing when hiscounselors sayit
is appropriate. ;

The other officers had beeii
warned to mind their manners, he
said. J

"We want to think we are pro|
fessionals and we want to deal with
each other, of whatevergender,in
a professional and proper maii-
nei;" he said. ,; . ^̂ n I


